CHAPTER IV
THE  KNELL  OF THE BRITISH NAVY
(i)  The Sea-fight in which Germany asked England 'the Weight of
the Pof
An unpalatable verdict.
BRITAIN boasts that the sun never sets on her Empire, but the
Great War has proved the culminating point of its fortunes.
She has prided herself on her Navy as the finest in the world,
but the Great War has proved a turning point in its history
and it has declined ever since. On the first page of the story
of that decline will be written in large type the tale of the
famous sea-fight against Germany.
A conclusion that may properly be drawn from a careful
investigation of the facts is that although Germany lost the
war to the Allies, in her encounter with England she won.
The truth is that Germany was overwhelmed by the numbers
that were brought against her by countries other than
England. This is a verdict that will be far from palatable
to the British Navy.
England's cry of distress over the submarine campaign.
What occurred will be understood when it is pointed
out that at the outbreak of war the British Navy had a
numerical superiority of more than 15 per cent over that of
Germany,, but by March 1917, some two and a half years
later, she was at the point of defeat owing to the success
of the German submarine campaign. Rear-Admiral Sims,
Commander-in-Chief of the American naval forces dis-
patched to Europe, makes no secret of the fact in his book,
Victory at Sea. He says :
Before arriving in England I myself had not known the
gravity of the situation. I had followed the War from the beginning
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